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Below, from top: “The home fits the hillside, perfectly displaying details
that blend into the natural landscape,” explains builder Peter Rosbeck.
n A quiet spot for enjoying the view. Windows by Marvin. n Opposite:
A perfect marriage of form and function, the entry welcomes with
warmth and wonder.

O N M A R T H A’ S V I N E YA R D
Nothing but views of sea and sky from this one-of-a-kind Chilmark residence

For Hutker Architects, Inc., the mission is simply stated yet
deep with meaning and an inherent sense of propriety and
permanence: Creating heirlooms worthy of preservation.
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Dedication to that mission is once again evident in this stunning retreat, high atop Martha’s
Vineyard. With sweeping views of the meadow below and the ocean beyond, this Chilmark
residence does not disappoint. A seamless blend of architecture and environment, it encompasses the Hutker aesthetic—what the architects call new regional vernacular. A style that
“represents familiar design and building principles creatively woven with an understanding
of local materials and in direct response to the unique character of each site.” In a few words
. . . relevant and respectful design.
Phil Regan, principal of Hutker Architects, Inc., along with senior designer Angie Francis and interior designer Susan Bielski, worked closely with their clients to create a home
that is, according to Regan, “a current interpretation of things from yesteryear, both inside
and out” (a true reflection of their clients’ personalities and lifestyle).
The inspiration for the home’s design began with an extended tour of cottages in
the Chilmark area, a quaint, picturesque village known for its rolling hills and unmatched
coastline, bordered by Vineyard Sound to the northeast and the Atlantic Ocean to the south.
Once the location of an occasional farm or fishing village, it now provides the perfect setting for many a summer home, and it is there that the owner summered as a child. Francis
explains, “She wanted elements incorporated into the new house that appealed to her from
her childhood memories. Interior finishes indicative of the area’s classic cottage style, such
as antique heart pine flooring and beach glass, along with exterior elements like carpenter
authentic details and copper roofing.”
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classic comfort Below: An eclectic mix of architectural elements and reclaimed finishes creates an inviting room of quiet
comfort. n Opposite: Bathed in ever-changing natural light, the den is set aglow by the warm tones of the wood walls.

“An artistically-created concept with an elegant,
yet country feel—this home has many unique and
intricate features that were a pleasure to constuct.”
—peter rosbeck, Rosbeck Builders
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“We worked closely with the client to create
a home that is a current interpretation of things
from yesteryear, both inside and out.”
—Phil Regan
Principal, Hutker Architects

elements of surprise Above, from

top: Custom-designed pantry doors
constructed of reclaimed barn wood
add whimsical functionality to the
kitchen. n Open spaces connect with
architectural interest, creating a visual
and functional flow.
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After the vision was established, the real challenge was to incorporate all of the
charming and quirky cottage details into a larger, livable, year-round home that didn’t
look like new construction but rather like it had evolved over time. Regan’s solution was
to avoid over-designing and to concentrate on beautiful ways to understate things while
adding elements of surprise that create memorable experiences as you move through the
home. “Our approach was more about quality than quantity,” explains Regan, “through
a sensitivity to scale in relation to the natural environment and the surrounding area.
Regan also notes the team approach, “the home is a true sharing of goals and expectations between the client, the community and the design team.”
Builder and general contractor on the project, Peter Rosbeck of Rosbeck Builders
shares the same team philosophy: “Acting as a facilitator and providing cadence and
direction, we merge the clients’, architect’s and landscaper’s visions to build a house that
becomes a home.” Rosbeck explains, “The project really stood out to us right from the
beginning due to the uniqueness of the site itself. The home fits the hillside perfectly,
displaying unique and intricate details that blend into the natural landscape. Artistically
and precisely designed by Hutker, it was a pleasure to construct.”
That same seamless connection is evident in the interior design of the home as
well. Susan Bielski of Hutker’s Interiors Division described the experience of working as
part of the architectural team as spontaneous, involved, and fluid, and she believes that
understanding the “voice” of the project creates a natural rhythm that allows the client
to roll right into the final stage of the project: the design of the interior. “Because I am
involved from the beginning of the project I get to spend a lot of time getting to know
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the clients, giving me a better understanding of their needs and goals, and this knowledge goes
into the programming of the project: how they live in their spaces, what their daily routines
are like and the feelings that they want their home to evoke.” Again, the importance of the
site is mentioned, but this time with regards to interior light and how it changes throughout
the day and affects the palette of the interior. For Bielski, the interior selections for the home
reflect the changing environment, and what is outside is an indication of what is in store upon
entering.
As with all Hutker projects, exquisite craftsmanship and attention to detail are never at
a minimum and are viewed as critical to supporting the overall design of the home. A cohesiveness of the architectural and interior design is accomplished through the use of repeating
finishes and related design elements. Reclaimed materials, such as heart pine flooring, are used
throughout, and an actual boulder (removed from the meadow on the property) was expertly
crafted into the fireplace hearths. The barn board used to create the sliding pantry doors in the
kitchen was used again as inserts in the home’s interior doors and also in the custom-designed
headboard in the master bedroom, creating a flow that seems to guide you through the home
and inform you of changes in the space around you.
Of course, the personality of the family figures prominently in the overall design and the
couple’s art was certainly the jumping off point. according to Bielski. Once its placement was
decided, the color palette was then built, reflecting their love of color, but in a slightly “pulled
back way” that takes advantage of the ever-changing natural light and the home’s beautiful
surroundings. Unexpected elements, such as the hidden reading nook in one of the children’s
bedrooms, the playful use of color throughout and the expert incorporation of re-claimed
materials and aged patinas create an atmosphere that is light, fun and lighthearted. The home
is the personification of everything that the Vineyard is to the family that lives there, and the
embodiment of a design aesthetic that is meticulous but doesn’t take itself too seriously.

120

annual edition 2009-10

corp

508-693-6300 info@rosbeck.com www.rosbeckbuilders.com

lighthearted spaces

Above, from top: Light and line
create their own natural design
in the upper-level bridge. n This
secret passageway reveals a
hidden nook for reading or just
hiding out. n The barn wood
from the kitchen is repeated in
the master bedroom headboard
unifying spaces through unique
finishes.

508-693-3040 info@islandpoolsandspas.com
southern new england home 121

www.islandpoolsandspas.com

